
Clogwyn y Fuwch 
Slate Mine (Sept. 2006) 

By Colin Gilmour. 

 
To get to the mine From Trefriw take the mountain road towards Llyn Crafnant, just 
before the reservoir, on your right, there is a pay & display car park complete with 

toilets etc. park up, then find the forest road opposite the car park entrance. 
 

Following this road for about 100yards you will come to a sharp right hand bend, 
ignore this, walk straight on and you will meet the footpath, a few strides further on 
the first evidence of a mine shows on your right in the form of a adit.  

This not what it seems, it is a covered walkway 50 feet in 
length with a slight curve making it impossible to see all 
the way through, its sides are dry stone packed and 
appears in a excellent dry and stable condition. 
 
Looks like a adit 
                                                        
                                      Looking  
                                            Outbye  
                                            From  
                                       halfway 
                                                        
 

                         
After walking through you come to a small clearing with a open 
chamber beyond, it measures approximately 15mtrs wide and 
10mtrs in height, you can walk in past some dry stone separating 
walls and climb and scramble over lots of fallen slabs of rock and 
rubble, the chamber goes in about 40mtrs coming to nothing.                              
 

   
 
Open chamber  
Entrance.                                                  
 
 
                             Stone walls  
 
 
 

 
 
The purpose of the chamber and walls is uncertain, I 
feel that it was where the stone was split and dressed, 
there are parts of the outside that appear to have been 
tramways, these lead from the chamber to the bottom of 
the delivery incline. 
 



Looking out of 
  Chamber. 
 
 
(This is the best I could do, I had 
a light problem with 
photographs, the ones taken 
further in are not worth seeing.) 
 
 
 
    
After a look around leave the 
chamber ignoring the covered 
walkway and move to the right 
along the flat ground that was 
probably the tramway, this will 
lead you around to a couple of 
old buildings. 
 
  
The buildings  themselves are 
lacking in a damp course and a 
roof, the mine incline starts from 
in-between these. 

 
 

Incline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Building. 
                (door lintel is  
                               rotten) 
 

 
The climb up the incline is the hardest part of this trip; its length 450ft. with a 250ft. 
rise gets you a bit out of breath (mind you, I am at that funny age). 
  
 
 
The ground is very loose, standing on a stone about the size of a house tile is like 
standing on a skate board, three steps forward slide two back, best digging your feet 
into the smalls and keep to the right where there is plenty of plant life to grab hold of. 
 
On the day I did this trip it poured down and the wind blew about force six, ( fool ). 



About three quarters up you come to level area, to your left are a number of stone 
buildings all derelict and empty, and to you right an adit.           

 
 
The adit has maybe an inch or 
two of water for the first twenty 
feet then goes nice and dry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On walking through you may notice that it meanders for 
some reason, anyway, after about one hundred yards on 
your left in the roof there is an inclined shaft going up at 
about forty-five degrees, there is the remains of a ladder 
close by with all the rungs missing. 
    
      Further on you walk into a chamber with light 
coming in through hole a hundred feet up to your left, you 
would assume this to be the surface (you would be wrong). 
   
The chamber must be three hundred feet in length with the adit continuing on, there is 
a tip in the centre where waste has been tipped from the hole above, the adit only 
continues for about ten yard then goes blind, the foot prints of tramway and sleepers 
can be clearly seen. 
 
On walking back I attempted some photographs, total failure. 
 
   On again up the incline, at the top, again to your left more derelict buildings and to 
your right an adit. 
  
 You enter this adit for a few yards and it opens out into a chamber bigger than the 
last, this one is about six hundred feet in length with the remains of some stone 
buildings to your right, walking on you find the top end of the incline shaft and the 
hole going through to the chamber below, to your left about a hundred feet up a hole 
this time going out to the surface, this must be about thirty foot in diameter and is 
were the light came from in the lower chamber. 
 
  At the far end you find the only other artefacts left in the mine, three rockmens 
platforms fastened on the standing face that was probably the next slab to be won. 
 



   There is plenty of large slabs and rubble lying around but were the tramway was 
makes walking ok. The place is quite dry with a little plant life thanks to daylight 
breaking through.                                                 

 
 
Looking back 
towards the adit. 
 
Photo is best of a bad 
bunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
So now back to the incline 
and home.  
 

         
            Looking down the incline 
 
 
 
Going down was going to be more 
hazardous than coming up; this was 
obvious from the first step so I made 
a plan,  ere!! 
 
Easy really, I sat down on my left 
boot, put my right foot forward to act 
as a brake and slid, slid, slid, three 
quarters of an hour coming up five 
minutes going down, most excitement 
I’ve had since the lady in the chip 
shop winked at me.   
 
Was it worth it, if your fetish is mile upon mile of tunnels leading over bridges with 
drops of hundreds of feet then ending up traversing over flooded still water chambers 
to photograph machinery that had a sell by date in 1862, you will be disappointed. 
 
This is, apart from the incline, an easy trip, there are plenty of interesting things to 
ponder over,”  how does it work, why and what was there?”                                    
Parking is ten minutes away and the trip can be completed in two/three hours, I didn’ t 
go further than the incline top what lies beyond ??? 
 
 
                                                               Bye. 
   


