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Oakéléy Quarries

. | October 3rd 1926. '3

™ To The Cheirmen ” Directors ;
of THE OAKELEY SLATE QUARRIES CO., LTD. : ;
Gentlemen:-
T am instructed by Mr. J. G. Ashmore to make -
a short report on the workings preliminary to your visiting
the Ouarries. I need not remind you that this is my fifst report.
You will, no doubt, find on your annual ,inspection :
that there are some changes in the workings, some new projects, :
and others which are developments of old plans. : ;
e ?

C'"MORTHIN : -
I may be excused if my few remarks

about operations in Cwmorthin are somewhat at varlance to §
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cpinions already ecxpressed. Hitherto, our efforts in the hizher -
floors have not been rewarded, -and we are now more convinced
than ever that it 1is absoluteiy impracticable and unfemunerativa
to omen out the 0ld Vein in this part.

Neither is it advisable to go for the Back Vein
I in these parts. Any tunnel driven on Floor 12 or near floors
~would result as our other operations did in the 0ld Vein.
;x Tven a 55 foot level about Floor 14 is broken,
e and a tummel east or north would surely be driven in fallen or
' cracked ground;

FLOOR 10. The work on this floor is now confined

§ .

gt to the wall irmmediately above the small Tncline recently sunk ;

%& towards ¥loor 9. The sinking of the Incline itsqlf has been lxﬁ‘

; stbppéd, ags we found that we were only entering a filled-up
charmber. Our policy here is to take what we can get from the
wall, and this will probably 1as§ us ten to twelve months.

> The rest of our operations at Cwmorthin are
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FLOOR 4, on a level with the lake.
The "fall® in the large chamber in the Back Vein has been the
main source of our supplies so far. After exhausting this we
shall commence on a slice froﬁ the eastern wall.

In the first chamber in the Back Vein & roof tunnel

has been driven for a few yards to a point where a flat joint

* meets a well-known slant. A couple of rockmen have Just started
to prepare for blocks. The texture of the slate is excellent,
and the cleavage' quite good.

THE STRIPY VEIN. As previously reported, a roof

tunnel has been_driven here, for a distance of 40 feet, and is .
now being widened. Another chamber can be opened out on the
other side of the main adit level, if the first chamber proves
satiefactory. »

Thatlis a resume of our immediate operétions under -
ground at Cwmorthin.

After examining the outcfop, and the general contour
of the ground, and thoroughiy exploring the old workiﬁgs, I have
come to the conclusion that the top floors cannot be touched.
It will never pay yoﬁ'for the expense of driving to them.

There are several places where we could get good rock on Floors
4 and 5, as well as on Floor A below. We therefore recommend
driving a short tunmel under the White Slant on Floor 4 at the
back of the o0ld incline. Should the ground prove satisfactory,
at least three chambers could be opened here in the 0ld Vein.

The NORTH VEIN, has never been worked on the Cwmorthin

side, though it is there in its greatest thickness. This proved

highly remunerative on the Oakeley eide{"The‘outcnop indicates
excellent slate, under the beds of Hoa+tds» which lie comformably
on the slate. The lower section is about 40 yards thick on the

flat, and the second section is negrly.loo yards thick with the
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North Spar between.
| ' 'For carrying on our operations quicker in the 014
.and Babk,Vbin we recommend moving our small portableiCompressor
; from Floor 10 to Floor 4, unless you decide also to start
f : onening the North Vein, in which case it should be on Floor #.
| The Inclines, Mill etc., are all in working condition,
and eince last month our new Explosive Magazine has been fully
licensed for storing explosives.

UPPER QUARRY. FLOOR 8. The Back Vein , Wall 18

is nearly exhausted. 1In its place we are relying to some
extent on the sink to Floor 7. At present there is an increase
in the blocks from this source. |
| The nggl_on“Floor 8 has now reached Chamber 16, and
¢ this we are timbering through to:Wall 17. We did not deem it
advisable to stay in Ch. 18 as the blocks were few and the
quality rather poor. At the time of writing we are nearly
through this chamber. In order to help filling the old Ch.1l,
the whole of ﬁhe rubbish from Floor 8 is being tipped into it.
FLOOR 7. Work is still proceeding on the face of
the Back Vein on top of Pen Balance, and on the west sidavthe
boulders are being cleared, so as to meet the incline from
Floor 8. On both floors, 7 and 8, we are pressing on the top
of Wall 12 so as to get at the slate underneath.
FLOOR 5. The clearing of the mass under Tanrallt
proceeds, though we would prefer putting more pressure on this,
80 as to allow the lower floors of the liddle Quarry to procéed.

MIDDLE QUARRY. There are no new operations to be

reported upon here. Future development in this area depends
entirely on clearing the mass known as Pen Balance between it
and the Upper Ouarry, and the clearing also of the mass on

Floor 5 mentioned above, to allow us to extend towards Tanrallt.




and there would be something like 100 feet of the best old vein
of the Quarry to be worked.

I believe you sanctioned re-starting some 0ld Vein
chambers in the west. Chamber 29 has been widened, and at the
moment thé bed of the Incline is being built. This Incline will

bring the blocks from the 0ld Vein chambers immediately above

on Floor H.
A level has been driven in Ch.33 0ld Vein, and a
roof tunnelbstarted'which will come out on the floor above.

Two rockmen are engaged in Ch.34 and other operations
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